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As My Term Comes to
a Close ...

By Gregory J. Exarhos,
2009 AVS President 

Returning from the AVS
56th International
Symposium & Exhibition
in San Jose, I had a
chance to reflect upon
the impact this Society has had on the technical,
educational, and manufacturing communities
and the benefits it offers to our members. 

Our meeting provides a cogent technical pro-
gram that continues to attract participants from
many different disciplines. The high-quality tech-
nical presentations delivered during the week
were preceded on Sunday afternoon by two
timely plenary sessions focused on biomaterials
and photovoltaics. 

A lead off talk in the biomaterials session, pre-
sented by Professor J.M. DeSimone, is represen-
tative of a growth area for the Society that
addresses the interface between microelectronics
fabrication strategies and drug delivery agents.
The top-down processing strategies, under-
pinned by methods used in the semiconductor
industry to produce transistors, are used to fabri-
cate ‘Trojan Horse’ nano-particles that deliver
biotherapeutic agents to specifically targeted
cells. 

In a second lecture hall, a former AVS President,
Larry Kazmerski, presented a most entertaining
and compelling review of the state of solar ener-
gy research, development, and commercializa-
tion. Both plenary sessions provided ample time
for participant networking during the well-
attended receptions following the events and
both addressed topics of great importance to
renewable energy conversion and treatment of
disease. 

Activities such as these, that address grand chal-
lenge problems we face today, will continue to
be integrated into our International Symposium.  

Society outreach to the education sector also
was evident throughout the week and our best
and brightest students were honored at the
Wednesday evening awards ceremony along
with our recently elected Fellows and major
award winners. 

I was pleased to interact with nearly two-dozen
middle school science teachers during the
Science Educator’s Workshop and learn of their
successes and frustration at engaging students in
science. Much of their frustration arises from spi-
raling class size, limited resources, and man-
dates from state governments on an increasing
number of topics to be included in their curricu-
la. It was refreshing to see that even under these
constraints, all the teachers were highly commit-
ted to fostering science among students at this
impressionable age. 

This indeed represents the pipeline for our future
Society members. The teachers deserve our
thanks and any assistance we may care to offer
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