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Outreach Activities
as Summer Draws to
a Close ...

By Gregory J. Exarhos,
2009 AVS President 

The AVS 56 Program
Committee along with
AVS staff assembled at
the Chicago O’Hare
Hilton in June to organize the program for our
November International Symposium and
Exhibition to be held in San Jose, California.
Despite economic woes on several fronts,
abstract submissions have been within the nor-
mal range; the associated Exhibition has also
been well subscribed. I encourage your partici-
pation and that of your colleagues at the Fall
meeting. Our International Symposium and
Exhibition provides an effective societal outreach
platform to attract new members and engage
visitors from sister vacuum societies worldwide.

Chapter Outreach
I am pleased to report the launching of a new
AVS Chapter in New York state to fulfill the
needs of our regional members. Vince
Smentkowski has been elected Chair of the
Hudson Mohawk Chapter. An organizational
and a technical meeting have been held earlier
this summer. We enthusiastically welcome this
new Chapter into the fold and look forward to
its growth and success. Additional outreach
activities are in progress not only in this country
but also overseas. I hope to report soon of
progress on this front.

International Outreach
Our approach to promoting international out-
reach is led by Gary McGuire who chairs the
International Interactions Committee. One suc-
cessful avenue pursued by the Committee

involves recommending and partially funding
invited speakers to attend symposia that are
organized in other countries. In September, Jane
Chang from UCLA will represent AVS at the
Brazilian Vacuum Society meeting in Campos de
Jordão, Brazil where she will present an invited
talk entitled, “Synthesis and Integration of
Multifunctional Oxide Materials.”

In addition, John Grant, Joe Greene, Jay Lewis,
and Neal Shinn will attend the Mexican Vacuum
Society meeting in San Luis Potosi, Mexico, as
representatives of AVS. Such activities present a
marvelous opportunity to interact with scientists
from other countries and to identify mutual
areas of interest both in terms of individual
research agendas and as a means to foster
stronger interactions among the societies.

Government Outreach
Last year the Board of Directors (BoD) approved
funding to secure an AVS-AIP Congressional
Fellow to enhance our government outreach
activities. Following a search by our selection
committee chaired by Paula Grunthaner, I’m
pleased to report that Dr. Marcos Huerta has
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